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Subtle

ˈsədl/

adjective

• (especially of a change or distinction) so delicate or 

precise as to be difficult to analyze or describe.

• (of a mixture or effect) delicately complex and 

understated.

• making use of clever and indirect methods to achieve 

something.

synonyms: astute, keen, quick, fine, acute, sharp, 

shrewd, perceptive, discerning, discriminating, 

penetrating, sagacious, wise, clever, intelligent

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+astute&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CCsQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+keen&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CCwQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+quick&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CC0Q_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+fine&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CC4Q_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+acute&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CC8Q_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+sharp&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDAQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+shrewd&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+perceptive&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDIQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+discerning&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDMQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+discriminating&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDQQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+penetrating&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDUQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+sagacious&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDYQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+wise&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDcQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+clever&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDgQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=774&q=define+intelligent&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0CDkQ_SowAGoVChMIzoK4iM6GxgIVStKACh1HxwBQ


Dramatic 

drəˈmadik/

adjective

• (of an event or circumstance) sudden and 

striking, vivid, moving, highly effective

Synonyms: considerable, marked, noticeable, 

measurable, perceptible, obvious, appreciable; 

significant, notable, remarkable, extraordinary, 

exceptional, phenomenal , sensational



subtlety warning



California Palace of the Legion of Honor 

Salon Doré Restoration

2012 - 2014



Owner:  Fine Arts Museums of San 

Francisco

Curator:  Martin Chapman

Architect:  Andrew Skurman Architects

Lighting Design:  Patricia Glasow, Marlene 

Lieu



© Henrik Kam / Fine Arts Museums of San

Before the Restoration



The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Wrightsman Galleries

2002 - 2004



Owner:  Metropolitan Museum of Art

Lighting Designers:  Larry French, 

E. Sara McBarnette, Marlene Lieu



© Shai Kremer



© Shai Kremer



© Shai Kremer



back to the Salon… 



Design Brief

• No visible contemporary light sources 

• Nothing in the ceiling except the chandelier

• The appearance that only candles and 

daylight light the room

• Light the exhibit without interfering with 

architectural purity

• Evoke the feeling of the 18th century



© Auerbach Glasow French

Before the Restoration



© Auerbach Glasow French

Before the Restoration



Deconstruction

© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French

Deconstruction





© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



© John Martin Photography



Light Sources

• Incandescent 7W candelabra 

• Low voltage 1W incandescent automotive 

lamp

• Metal halide illuminator with fiber optic bundle

• LED grazing striplight

• Tungsten halogen MR16

• Linear T5HO fluorescent



© John Martin Photography



Subtle:  Delicately complex, so precise as to 

be difficult to describe

Dramatic Effect:  Evocative of the era and 

place – 18th century Paris



© John Martin Photography



Monterey Bay Aquarium

Open Sea Tank

2010 - 2012



Owner:  Monterey Bay Aquarium

Lighting Designers:  Larry French, Yukiko 

Yoshida



Contact Information:

Patricia Glasow, MIES, LC, IALD

225 Green Street

San Francisco, California 94111

(415) 392-7528  (415) 392-7530 fax

www.auerbachconsultants.com

© Monterey Bay Aquarium/Randy Wilder

http://www.auerbachconsultants.com/


Design Brief

• Emulate the lighting in the open sea

• Provide an environment suitable for the 

marine life

• Disguise the side and back walls of the 

tank

• Provide fixtures that will hold up in a salt 

water environment

• Instill the wonder of the sea and the 

animals that live there



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French





© Monterey Bay Aquarium/Randy Wilder



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



Light Sources and Distribution

• Pulse start metal halide BT37,  775 Watt and 

575 Watt, 5000K , 9° x 70° and 14° x 70°

• Pulse start metal halide ED28, 400 Watt, 

5100K , 4°



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Monterey Bay Aquarium/Randy Wilder



© Monterey Bay Aquarium/Randy Wilder



Subtle:  Making use of clever and indirect 

methods 

Dramatic Effect:  Striking



© Monterey Bay Aquarium/Randy Wilder



Stanford University 

Windhover Contemplative Center



Owner:  Stanford University

Architect:  Aidlin Darling Design

Landscape Architect:  Andrea Cochran 

Landscape Architecture

Lighting Designers:   Patricia Glasow, E. Sara 

McBarnette



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



Design Brief

• Light the art – interior and exterior views

• Supplement the daylight

• Conservation

• Provide lighting for various functions

• Contemplation

• Events

• Lectures

• Minimize equipment

• Integrate with the architecture



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



Light Sources

• Linear T5 fluorescent

• Tungsten halogen MR16

• Compact fluorescent

• Metal halide T6, 39W

• LED pool uplight



Insert long view night image of big red

© Auerbach Glasow French
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© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



Subtle:  Restrained and minimal

Dramatic Effect:  Moving



Anderson Collection at Stanford University 

Exhibition Lighting

February – September 2014



Owner:  Stanford University

Donor:  Harry W. and Mary Margaret Anderson

Architect:  Ennead Architects

Architectural Lighting Designer:  Brandston 

Partnership

Exhibition Lighting Designers:  Patricia 

Glasow, Sabra Zacharias, Yvonne Fan



Anderson Collection Model

© Auerbach Glasow French



Anderson Collection Model

© Auerbach Glasow French



Anderson Collection Model

© Auerbach Glasow French



Anderson Collection Model

© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



© Auerbach Glasow French



Design Brief

• Wash each wall with light

• Highlight each art piece

• Comply with strict light level conservation 

requirements

• Supplement the daylight

• Compensate for ceiling height and slope, 

artwork size and color so lighting effect 

does not appear to change



© Auerbach Glasow French
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© Auerbach Glasow French
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© Auerbach Glasow French



© Tim Griffith



© Tim Griffith



Subtle: Nuanced enhancement

Dramatic Effect: Revealing exceptional art



© Auerbach Glasow French



the  end


